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Summary

1. This paper examines the impact that immigration, much of it from non English speaking countries, has
had on our primary schools in the period 1998 to 2010.

2. It examines England as a whole, individual regions, and three groups of Local Education Authorities
(LEASs) - London Boroughs, the largest urban boroughs outside London, and the remaining LEAs in
England. It also projects the numbers to 2018.

3. The following are the main findings:

a) In total, between 1991 and 2008, there was a net increase of over 2.5 million in long-term
immigrants arriving in the UK from non English speaking countries, mostly to settle. There
was a net inflow of 2 million of them between 1998 and 2008.

b) The effect has been intensified by the rapid increase in the number of foreign born women
of reproductive age. In 2007 this total was nearly 43% higher than in 2001. In contrast, the
number of UK born woman of reproductive age was nearly 3% lower in the same period.

c) In the period 1994 to 2009 the proportion of births to foreign born women rose from 14% to
25%.

d) In the period 1998 to 2010, the proportion of children in primary schools in England for
whom English was not the mother tongue nearly doubled to 16%, or over half a million out of
3.2 million children.

e) Ininner London in 2010 55% of all primary school pupils did not have English as their first
language.

f) In outer London the proportion of pupils without English as a mother tongue almost
doubled from 22% to 39%.

g) In six out of the nine regions and in England as a whole, the percentage of children without
English as a mother tongue almost doubled from 8.5% to 16%.

h) Our projection suggests that the percentage of primary school children in England without
English as a mother tongue will increase to 22.7% in 2018, or almost 830,000 - a 60%
increase on current numbers.



Introduction

4. Net immigration into the UK from overseas increased very significantly with the election of the Labour
Government in May 1997. In the seven years from 1991 to 1997, it averaged around 41,000 each year;
thereafter, in the eleven years to 2008 it averaged around 180,000.

5. Most of this net immigration came from countries where the predominant language is other than English —
the European Union (excluding the Irish Republic), ‘New Commonwealth’ countries in Africa and Asia, and
other countries outside Europe with few historical or cultural links to the UK —for example, the Democratic
Republic of Congo. In the seven years from 1991 to 1997 such net immigration averaged almost 60,000
each year, but in 1998 and thereafter it increased over threefold, averaging almost 200,000 each year to
2008. In total, between 1991 and 2008, there was a net increase of over 2.5 million long term immigrants
from non —English speaking countries arriving in the UK, mostly to settle. Figure 1 below shows the
approximate trend of net migration from Non-English Speaking Countries between 1991 and 2008.

Figure 1: Trend of Immigration from Non-English Speaking Countries (NESC)
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6. Figure 2 below shows the main country groupings from which immigration originated, with over half of
net migration accounted for by three areas —EU —A8 (countries like Poland which acceded to the EU in
2004), ‘New Commonwealth’ countries in Africa, and the Indian Sub-Continent countries.

Figure 2: Sources of Net Immigration to the UK from NESC
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Impact on Births

7. As well as increasing the UK’s population directly, this migration also had an indirect impact, because of
the migration of women of child-bearing age into the UK: by 2007 the number of foreign born women of
reproductive age was nearly 43 per cent higher than in 2001. In contrast, the number of UK born women of
reproductive age was nearly 3 per cent lower in 2007.

8. Because numbers of UK born women of reproductive age declined for much of this period whilst
numbers of women born outside the UK increased, there was a significant and continuing shift in the
composition of births: births to UK born women fell in practically every year over the period from 1998, and
in 2009 births to women born in the UK were over 17,000 fewer than in 1998. However, over the same
period, births in the UK to women who were themselves born outside the UK increased consistently over
this period, more than doubling, so that there was a very significant rise in the proportion of total births to
such women —in 1994, they accounted for 14 per cent of such births, and by 2009 this share had grown to
over 25%. Overall, two thirds of the increase in births since 2001 can be attributed to foreign born women.
1

Impact on Primary Schools in England

9. One of the consequences of a rapid and continuing growth in births to women who had immigrated from
non-English speaking countries to the UK, and a falling birth rate amongst UK-born women was to change
the ethnic and cultural composition of school populations, vastly increasing the range of languages spoken
by pupils and the numbers without English as their mother-tongue. In 2005 it has been estimated that in
England, in both primary and secondary schools, at least 702,000 pupils spoke at least 300 different
languages 2.

10. The table below illustrates the changing linguistic composition of primary school pupils —defined by
whether or not the mother tongue is English - Proportions have nearly doubled to 16% or over half a million
out of 3.2 million.

Table 2: Changing Linguistic Heritage of Primary School Pupils in England

Number - | Number- | Difference | Percentage | Percentage
1998 2010 of all of all
1998 — pupils - pupils -
2010 1998 2010
Without | 303635 518020 214385 85 16
English as
the
mother-
tongue
With 3286694 | 2707270 | -379424 915 &4
English
mother
tongue

English Regions

11. Statistics about the changing composition of primary school pupils by Government Region in England

are set out in Table 3:

Table 3: Changing Linguistic Heritage by Government Region




Fegion Percentage | Percentage Difference | Changein | Changein
of Pupils of Pupils — numbers of | numbers of
without without Percentage | Pupils Pupils with
English English Points — without English
Mother Mother 1998-2010 | English Mother
Tongue - Tongue — Mother Tongue —
1998 2010 Tongue — 1998 -

1998 - 2010
2010

North East 2 54 34 4429 40610

North West 54 116 6.2 23284 -118429

Yorkshire & | 6.4 143 79 23683 -63356

The Humber

East 36 10.2 46 11097 -40569

Midlands

West 11.1 183 72 20425 -70047

Midlands

East of i6 29 6.3 20851 47436

England

London 296 446 147 72142 -17567

o.w. Inner 435 548 113 19108 -20744

London

o.w. Outer 22 39 17 53024 -56823

London

South East 95 5.8 28267 -73980

South West 1 46 35 10207 45221

ENGLAND 5 16 7.5 214385 -579424

Inspection of this table reveals the following - between 1998 and 2010:

The percentage proportion of primary school pupils without English as Mother Tongue (EMT) more
than doubled in six out of the nine regions and in England as a whole it almost doubled

The biggest proportionate change —measured by percentage points difference —was in London,
especially the Outer London boroughs, although in Inner London in 2010 over half of all primary
school pupils did not have English as their first language

The increase in Outer London was over double the increase in Yorkshire and the Humber —which
recorded the biggest increase outside London

In every Region, absolute numbers of children without EMT increased, with numbers of children
with EMT experiencing a much bigger decline

The total across all Regions of numbers of pupils with EMT fell by almost 600,000, whilst numbers
of pupils without EMT increased by almost 215,000 —with London alone accounting for a third of this
increase.

Data for Local Education Authorities (LEA)

12. Tables 4 to 6 present data for three groups of LEA: London Boroughs, the largest LEAs in built-up
areas outside London, and remaining LEAs in England.

The data for London (Table 4) shows that although in most Inner London Boroughs the proportion of
pupils without an English mother tongue is generally higher than in Outer London, the increase in
Outer London Boroughs was higher: out of 19 boroughs, only four (Bexley, Bromley, Havering,
Richmond) had a percentage points increase in single figures. By far the biggest increase was in



Barking, registering an increase of over 34 percentage points. Other Boroughs registering big
increases in shares were Redbridge (23.1 percentage points) and Hillingdon (23.3).

A particularly striking feature of London Boroughs is the high rate of increase of non-English mother
tongue recorded for most Boroughs: in 23 out of the 32 Boroughs in the table, the proportionate
increase was over 10 percentage points. In the rest of England, only 15 (out of 98 LEAs) recorded a
similar rate of increase.

For LEAs in the biggest built-up areas outside London (Table 5), three (Birmingham, Bradford,
Leicester —with a combined population of over 1.8 million) had shares of pupils without English
mother-tongue in excess of 40 per cent in 2010, and a further seven had shares more than 20 per
cent. In over a third of these LEAs the increase in percentage points was in double figures. In all but
one of the LEAs (Bradford) numbers of pupils with English mother tongue fell.

In the rest of the LEAs, a much lower proportion show significant shares of non-English mother
tongue pupils or record big percentage point increases. Only in four is the percentage share in 2010
in excess of 20 per cent, and only in six (‘Berkshire’, Luton, Milton Keynes, Oldham, Rochdale,
Southampton) is the increase greater than 10 percentage points . Reflecting its recent intense
immigration trends, Luton records the biggest increase in such pupil shares outside London (22.3
percentage points) and, with almost half of all pupils without English mother tongue in 2010, it is
eclipsed only by Slough (where the share of such pupils is 55.6 per cent) as the LEA outside
London with the biggest proportion of such pupils.



Table 4: London Boroughs

EBorough Percentage | Percentage | Difference | Changemn | Changem
of pupils of pupils - numbers of | mumbers of
without without percentage | pupils pupils with
EMT- EMT- points— without EMT-
1998 2010 1998-2010 | EMT- 1998 -

19898 - 2010
2010

INNER

LONDON

Camden 41.6 614 15.8 1757 -1714

Hackney 478 547 6.9 764 -1148

Hammerarith | 32.2 482 16 1168 -1167

& Fulham

Harnngey 434 532 T8 1417 -1201

Islington 33.6 428 8.3 277 2345

EEBE&C 40.9 552 143 230 673

Lambeth 37.4 486 11.2 1999 -1375

Lewisham 36.3 31.3 -3 -1198 17

MNewham 58 739 15.9 4074 -3355

Southwark 30.7 425 11.8 1612 -2621

Tower 61 TT.8 16 8 3242 2727

Hamlets

Wandsworth| 433 13.1 1710 -1824

Westminster 2. T1.1 e 1431 408

& City of

London

OUTER

LONDON

Barking 6.4 40.8 344 5170 4066

Bamet 237 4129 172 3564 -3337

Bexley 5.8 12.1 6.3 877 2067

Brent 459.8 633 155 3683 2143

Bromley .9 24 5.5 1046 2218

Croydon 13.6 287 151 3199 -3106

Ealing 3.9 60.3 144 1083 -2034

Enfield 184 471 18.7 4570 -3363

Greenwich 178 374 19.6 2802 4070

Hamow 378 547 16.9 2485 3164

Havenng 1.3 g7 72 1086 -3007

Hillingdon 15.5 38.3 233 4413 4008

Hounslow 36.9 56.8 199 2809 -3166

Kingston 119 206 77 1636 -1440

Merton 0.9 37.8 16.9 1761 -2463

Eedbridge 36.3 394 23.1 3446 -3137

Fichmond 04 184 g 1103 136

Sutton 6.2 183 12.1 1318 -2241

Waltham 313 507 15.2 2060 -3820

Forest




Table 5: Major LEAs in Built-Up Areas Outside London

Local Authority | Percentage | Percentage | Difference | Changein | Changein
of pupils of pupils — numbers numbers
without without percentage | of pupils of pupils
EMT - EMT - points — without with EMT
1998 2010 1998 - EMT - — 1998 -

2010 1998 - 2010
2010

Birmingham 288 42 132 8835 -15915

Bolton 12.1 234 113 1821 -4766

Bradford 26.1 431 17 0645 1082

Brighton 4 8.6 4.6 625 -1362

Bristol 4.6 15.7 11.1 2400 -5857

Coventry 145 27 125 2278 4985

Dudley 6.1 112 5.1 887 -4027

Hull 13 7.8 6.3 936 -7065

Kirklees 16.7 273 10.6 25635 4738

Leeds 83 153 7 2594 -10478

Leicester 364 478 114 1651 -3905

Liverpool 27 87 6 1345 -11670

Manchester 159 34 18.1 4719 -94335

Newcastle/Tvne | 7.9 192 113 1518 -3397

Rotherham 37 89 52 803 -3996

Sandwell 18.7 279 92 1609 -3905

Sheffield 1.7 174 97 2785 -7437

Stockport 26 7.6 3 775 -5143

Sunderland 15 43 28 377 -6969

Walsall 143 218 75 1115 -3460

Wigan 035 2.8 23 441 4607

Wirral 0.7 2.5 1.8 306 -3713

Wolverhampton | 13 221 71 610 -4266




Table 6 .Other Local Education Authorities

Authonty Percentage | Percentage | Difference | Changem | Changein
of pupils of pupils - numbers | numbers
without without percentage | ofpupils | ofpupils
EMT- EMT- points— without with EM T
1998 2010 1998 - EMT- —1998 -

2010 19898 - 2010
2010

NORTHEAST

Darlington 1.2 3.5 33 145 -1078

Durham 0.5 1.7 12 322 -7310

(Gateshead 09 3.7 2.8 294 -3130

Hartlepool 0.6 27 2.1 120 -1649

Middlesbrough | 3.9 14.6 g7 681 -3342

Northumbeland | 0.3 1.3 13 143 -2620

North Tyneside | 1.2 £ 27 286 -1273

Bedcar 0.7 0.8 0.2 -2 -3089

South Tyneside | 1.6 4.8 32 241 -3494

Stockton 23 53 3 308 -3040

NORTH WEST

Bury 6.3 142 79 243 -2881

Cheshire * 0.7 il 24 1457 -12662

Cumbrnia 03 1.6 13 342 6726

Enowsley 0.3 1.6 13 122 -4510

Lancashire * 3 137 5.7 4001 -213868

Oldham 176 332 15.6 2535 -3979

Fochdale 143 26.3 12 1410 4346

Salford 19 102 23 1079 -5302

Sefton 0.4 23 1.8 184 -3448

St. Helens 0.5 1.5 1 110 2743

Tameside 49 114 6.5 785 4336

Trafford 6.7 133 6.6 200 -2249

YORESHIEE

& HUMEER

Bamsley 0.3 22 19 271 -33532

Calderdale 8.9 15.6 6.7 283 -1233

Doncaster 14 34 4 712 -3383

East Riding 0.5 1.8 13 255 2707

MNorth East 0.6 25 19 170 3788

Lincs

MNorth Lincs 24 6.8 44 4124 -1962

MNorth Yorkshire | 0.6 2.5 1.9 630 -3851

Wakefield 2 39 39 720 -35320

York 1.1 4.1 3 288 -2126

EAST

MIDLANDS

Derby 11.2 18.5 73 1034 2751

Derbyshire 03 12 0.7 277 -1694




Leicestershire 4.6 6.8 22 716 4373
Lincolnshire 06 47 41 1701 4903
Morthants 36 37 31 2791 -1866
MNottinghamehre | 3.2 Q 532 1038 -14972
#

Futland 17 13 04 0 -106
WEST

MIDLANDS

Hereford & 14 45 3.1 1211 25350
Worcester ¥

Shropzhire * 1.8 33 1.7 387 4802
Solilull 1.3 54 39 329 -3159
Staffordshire 1.6 4 24 1017 -11144
Stokeon Trent | 6.1 159 08 1282 -5293
Warwickshire 39 6.3 24 663 4372
EASTOF

ENGLAND

Bedfordshire * | 5.8 10 472 T36 1677
Cambridgeshire | 4.9 82 33 4266 56809
#

Ezzex * 1.3 57 42 2030 -13132
Hertfordshire 41 113 72 4952 -3814
Luton 237 48 223 3459 3679
Norfolk 08 4.5 37 1693 -10942
Suffoll 1.1 5 30 1319 5481
SOUTHEAST

Berkshire * 08 205 107 3451 -8303
Bucks 2 141 6.1 1491 -TEo0
East Suszex 1.1 4 249 320 -3691
Hants 1 41 3.1 2304 -12142
Isle of Wight 05 149 14 63 999
Eent * 21 74 33 3500 -14978
Milton Keynes | 3.3 194 141 2408 -3991
O fordshire 34 o1 37 2139 2454
Portsmouth 36 113 7.9 700 -3135
Southampton 7 17.7 10.7 1255 3720
Surrey 34 28 54 3426 4478
West Sussex 28 72 44 1979 6835
SOUTHWEST

Bath'NE 08 33 253 237 -1336
Somerset

Boumemouth 2 109 20 733 -1810
Comrwall * 03 14 1.1 317 4460
Devon * 0.7 2.8 2.1 1342 -10452
Dorzet 04 1.2 14 275 -1891
Gloucestershire | 1.4 472 28 032 -5439




Morth Somerset | 0.6 32 26 333 -292

Poole 0.7 54 47 387 -1817
Somerset 03 31 18 795 4024
South Glos ne 412 33 361 2760
Swindon 28 11.3 87 1113 2764
Wiltzhire 05 32 27 774 -2320

Projected Numbers to 2018

13. Table 7 below is a projection of numbers of pupils without English mother tongue in English primary
schools to 2018, when such pupils —who currently comprise almost 1 in every 6 primary school children —
would comprise over 1 in every 5. This increase is driven by the assumption that births in the UK to foreign-
born women, which have increased consistently every year since 1998, would continue to increase in the
period 2010 —2013, in which latter year children born would start school in 2018.

Year Pupils without English as Share (percentage) of all
mother tongue pupils
2011 612835 189
2012 643716 195
2013 674895 20
2014 705501 203
2015 736394 208
2016 767288 214
2017 798179 22
2018 829072 227
Conclusion:

14. Immigration from non English speaking countries has already had a massive impact on our primary
schools, especially in urban areas. Continued high levels of immigration will accelerate these changes both
directly and indirectly as a result of higher birth rates among many first generation immigrants.

22 November, 2010
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NOTES

1 ‘Have women born outside the UK driven the rise in UK births since 2001’? —ONS, Population
Trends —136 Summer 2009

2 CILT : Language Trends, 2005
Annex A
Methodology

The calculation of numbers of net migrants from ‘Non-English Speaking Countries’ (NESC) in Figs. 1 & 2 is

based on data from ONS’s ‘Long Term International Migration’ database. It is an approximate estimate only

because published data on country of origin of migrants does not identify some specific countries where
migration flows are significant —for example, Republic of Ireland (for this reason, only migration flows from
the ‘A8’ countries are included, rather than the whole of the EU which would include Ireland). The small
number of migrants from the Americas, excluding the USA and Canada, would also include immigrants
from the English-speaking Caribbean, but such flows have been very small in recent years.

Direct comparison between some LEAs in 1998 and 2010 is not possible for 22 LEAs which were newly
created out of ‘Shire Counties’ since 1998. In these cases, they have been added to the former County
Councils from which they were separated to provide a basis for comparison - (they are indicated with an
asterisk - * - in the tables). For example, Berkshire as an LEA (and County Council) no longer exists, so
the data for ‘Berkshire’ in 2010 is derived from that for the LEAs which replaced it —Bracknell Forest,
Reading, Slough, West Berkshire, Windsor & Maidenhead, Wokingham.

Projections of pupil numbers without English as a mother tongue to 2018 are calculated by regressing
such numbers of pupils over the period 2003 —2010 against births in England and Wales to foreign-born
women between 1998 and 2005, and then using the linear relationship to estimate pupil numbers between
2011 and 2018. The share of such pupils in total primary school rolls in England is calculated using official
projections of primary school pupil numbers.

Annex B
Sources of Data

Data on international migration into the UK:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vink=507

Data on births:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vink=14408

Interpretation of recent trends in births in the UK:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/population _trends/PT136FertilityArticle.pdf

Languages spoken in schools in England:
http://www.cilt.org.uk/home/research _and_statistics/language trends/community languages.aspx

Pupil data for 1998:
Department for Education & Employment; Statistics of Education —Schools in England, 1998 (TSO)

Pupil data for 2010:
http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000925/index.shtml

Pupil number projections to 2018:
http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000921/index.shtml
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